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ACTIVITY INFORMATION
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The 15th Annual Emergency Medicine Symposium: A Practical Update is a cutting-edge course that will 
provide participants with the latest clinical information to support the delivery of fast and accurate 
diagnoses and treatment decisions. This one-day symposium will cover current and emerging trends 
in ED management of major burn injuries, discuss the ED’s role in containing the opioid epidemic, and 
explore the latest insights from experts on surgical versus medical management of appendicitis. Expert 
faculty will cover a variety of other topics, including best practices when caring for transgender patients, 
use of chest-pain risk scores, and the value of end tidal CO2 monitoing in emergency department care. 
This unique symposium is designed to support clinicians with evidence-based recommendations and 
best practices to improve competency and communication in the ED, including selection and use of 
pharmacological agents, choice of procedures, and relevant information that allows participants to 
share, explore and discuss ways to improve the safe, effective and efficient delivery of healthcare in the 
ED, with the ultimate goal of improving patient outcomes and increasing patient satisfaction. 

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES 
· Use best practice techniques to provide respectful, medically sound care to transgender patients

· Apply key learnings to improve outcomes for patients seen in the ED with LVAD complications,  
 and to collaborate more effectively with MCS colleagues

· Initiate more informed discussions with patients about their options for the management of 
 appendicitis, to improve patient satisfaction 

· Employ end tidal CO2 detection in practice to improve outcomes for patients undergoing procedural 
 sedation and endotracheal intubation 

· Utilize chest-pain risk scores to more quickly and safely discharge patients with low-risk chest pain 

· Review neurologic emergencies that present in the pediatric population, and use the most current 
 diagnostic and treatment recommendations to improve patient outcomes 

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT     
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

CREDIT DESIGNATION 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center designates this live educational activity for a maximum of 7.5  AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits™.  Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

ACEP CREDIT 
The American College of Emergency Physicians designates this live activity for a maximum of 7.50 
hours of ACEP Category 1 credit.

NURSING CREDIT 
The California State Board of Registered Nursing accepts courses approved by the ACCME for Category 1 
credit as meeting the continuing education requirements for license renewal.

POLICY ON DISCLOSURE 
It is the policy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center to ensure balance, independence, objectivity and 
scientific rigor in all its educational activities. Cedars-Sinai Medical Center assesses conflicts of interest 
with its faculty, planners and managers of CME activities. Conflicts of interest that are identified are 
resolved by reviewing that presenter’s content for fair balance and absence of bias, scientific objectivity 
of studies utilized in this activity, and patient care recommendations.

While Cedars-Sinai Medical Center endeavors to review faculty content, it remains the obligation 
of each physician or other healthcare practitioner to determine the applicability or relevance of the 
information provided from this course in his or her own practice. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
Any commercial support received for this activity will be acknowledged at the conference.



AGENDA

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2017

7:15 A.M. Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:00  ED Management of Major Burns  Dan Katz, MD

8:30 Caring for the Transgender Patient in the Emergency Department Scott Braunstein, MD

9:00 Pediatric Neurologic Emergencies  Steven Rudd, MD

9:30 Chest-Pain Risk Scores vs. Clinical Gestalt  Nathan McNeil, MD

10:00 Break 

10:20 Top 5 Trauma Articles of 2017  Sandra Thomasian, MD 

10:50 End Tidal CO2 Detection: Game-Changer for ED Care  James Fishkin, MD

11:20 New Approaches to Vascular Emergencies  Ali Azizzadeh, MD

12:10 P.M. Lunch 

1:15 Opioid Epidemic: How the ED Can Be Part of the Solution Sam Torbati, MD

1:45 Managing LVAD Complications in the Emergency Department  Anand Gopalsami, MD

2:15 Break 

2:45 Medicolegal Pitfalls in Emergency Department Care D. Brady Pregerson, MD

3:15 Non-Operative Management of Appendicitis: Are We There Yet?   Michael Yashar, MD

3:45 Physician Well-Being in 2017  Paula J. Whiteman, MD

4:15 Closing Remarks 

4:30 P.M. Adjourn 



REGISTRATION
15TH ANNUAL EMERGENCY MEDICINE SYMPOSIUM –  
A PRACTICAL UPDATE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2017 – 7:15 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.

REGISTRATION FEES PHYSICIAN ALLIED HEALTH *RESIDENT/FELLOW 

Received by November 24, 2017 	$280       $170       $115 
Received after November 24, 2017 	$300  	 $185       $130 
and On-site (if available) 
The registration fee includes CME credit, course material and meal functions 

There is a charge for parking - the Hotel offers Valet parking at a nominal charge.

All meeting materials and information will be disseminated to you electronically

FOUR WAYS TO REGISTER

ONLINE registration: www.csmc.edu/cme and click on CME Courses

MAIL form to: Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Office of Continuing Medical Education 
Attn: Registration 
8797 Beverly Blvd., Suite #250 
Los Angeles, CA 90048

FAX form to: 310-423-8596

For additional course or registration information call 310-423-5548.

Please print clearly 
LAST NAME  FIRST NAME  

DEGREE  SPECIALTY  

ADDRESS  

CITY  STATE  ZIP  

PHONE  FAX  

EMAIL   
* An email address is required to register for the conference.

 CHECK ENCLOSED PAYABLE TO CSMC FOR $ 

PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD  VISA  MASTERCARD  AMEX FOR $ 

CC NUMBER   CCV EXP DATE  / 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE  

HOW DID YOU LEARN ABOUT THIS CME ACTIVITY? 

	Brochure/Other Printed Materials 	Cedars-Sinai Website 	Email  

	Internet Search 	Colleague 	Past Participant 

	Internal Cedars-Sinai Communication  	Other   

CONFIRMATION 
To receive a registration confirmation, please provide your email address.   If you do not receive a confirmation prior 
to the meeting, please call 310-423-5548 to confirm your registration.

REFUND POLICY 
All cancellations must be submitted in writing, and refunds will be subject to a $60 administrative charge.  No 
refunds will be given after November 24, 2017. 

CANCELLATION POLICY  
Cedars-Sinai reserves the right to cancel or reschedule programs due to circumstances beyond its control, or to 
close registration when programs are oversubscribed. Registrants are advised against purchasing nonrefundable 
airline tickets until they receive registration confirmation. Cedars-Sinai is not responsible for penalties incurred as 
a result of cancelled transportation costs.

Please be aware that the room temperature may vary, it is advisable to bring a sweater or coat to accommodate this  
possible temperature change.

We encourage participation by all individuals. If you have a disability, advance notification of any special needs 
will help us better serve you. 



CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER FACULTY

COURSE DIRECTORS 

Joel M. Geiderman, MD 
Co-Chairman 
Professor of Emergency Medicine 
Department of Emergency Medicine

Sam S. Torbati, MD 
Co-Chairman 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine 
Department of Emergency Medicine 

Scott A. Braunstein, MD  
Clinical Instructor of Emergency Medicine 
Department of Emergency Medicine

James S. Fishkin, MD  
Clinical Instructor of Emergency Medicine 
Department of Emergency Medicine 

ACTIVITY DETAILS
CONFERENCE LOCATION  

Conference Location 
Four Seasons Hotel 
300 South Doheny Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
310-273-2222

The Four Seasons Hotel Los Angeles is located just minutes from world-renowned Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills.   
For conference attendees, we have secured a limited number of rooms at a rate of $395.00 per night plus taxes for a 
Superior Balcony King. When calling Reservations at 310-273-2222, request the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center rate.  
This rate is based on availability.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

From the 405 Freeway: 
	Exit at Wilshire Boulevard going east and continue for 5 miles (8 kilometres) 
	Turn left onto Doheny Drive 
	In about 4 blocks – Hotel is located on the right – 300 South Doheny Drive

FACULTY 

Ali Azizzadeh, MD 
Director, Vascular Surgery 
Vice Chair, Programmatic Development,  
Department of Surgery 
Associate Director, Cedars-Sinai Heart Institute for 
Vascular Therapeutics

Anand Gopalsami, MD 
Attending Physician 
Department of Emergency Medicine

Dan Katz, MD 
Associate Medical Director 
Department of Emergency Medicine 

Nathan McNeil, MD 
Clinical Instructor of Emergency Medicine 
Attending Physician  
Department of Emergency Medicine

D. Brady Pregerson, MD 
Attending Physician 
Department of Emergency Medicine

Steven M. Rudd, MD 
Clinical Instructor of Emergency Medicine 
Director, Emergency Department Approved  
for Pediatrics

Sandra Thomasian, MD 
Clinical Instructor of Emergency Medicine 
Liaison, Trauma Emergency Medicine 
Department of Emergency Medicine

Paula J. Whiteman, MD 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine  
Department of Emergency Medicine

Michael D. Yashar, MD 
Director, ED Simulation Lab 
Department of Emergency Medicine
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