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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Cedars-Sinai International Endoscopy Symposium will be held in cooperation with 
leaders of multiple major endoscopy centers in North America, Europe and Asia.  
For the 26th year, this signature course will offer an intensive and comprehensive review  
of pancreatic and biliary endoscopy for the benefit of gastroenterologists, gastroenterology 
fellows, and gastroenterology nurses and technicians. The 2019 symposium will feature 
focused educational tracks as well as an optional one-day Thursday program on advanced 
luminal endoscopy, with live procedure demonstrations in the afternoon. On Friday morning, 
a special session on GI cancer has been added to provide participants with the most 
relevant information in gastric, esophageal, pancreaticobiliary and colorectal cancers.

Invited expert faculty will perform multiple live luminal endoscopy, EUS and ERCP 
procedures to demonstrate techniques and technology for the benefit of participants 
watching the live feed in the Cedars-Sinai auditorium. To reinforce skills and obtain more 
personalized educational content, attendees may participate in hands-on workshops 
designed for GI fellows and GI nurses.

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is accredited by the Accreditation Council  
for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians.

CREDIT DESIGNATION STATEMENT 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center designates this live activity for a maximum of 31.5 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity. 

RADIOLOGY AND FLUOROSCOPY 

11.0 credits of the course (specific to ERCP demonstrations) may meet requirements in the 
state of California toward renewal of the radiology and fluoroscopy supervisor’s license.

CONTINUING NURSING EDUCATION  

The California State Board of Registered Nursing accepts courses approved by the ACCME 
for Category 1 Credit as meeting the continuing education requirements for license renewal.

ACTIVITY INFORMATION



CONFERENCE LOCATION

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Harvey Morse Auditorium 
8701 Gracie Allen Drive, 
Plaza Level, South Tower 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
310-423-5548

The Harvey Morse Auditorium is 
located on the Plaza Level, South 
Tower of the Medical Center.

PARKING 

Self-parking is available in CSMC  
Visitor lots (P1, P2, etc.) at a rate 
of $10 per day. 

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY! 
Register online today by visiting cedars.cloud-cme.com/endoscopycme

All registrations must be completed online.

REGISTRATION FEES

RECEIVED BY 1/7/2019

Physician Options:  
FULL CONFERENCE: $749 

(Includes Friday morning cancer program)

FULL CONFERENCE: $695 

(Excludes Friday morning cancer program)

THURSDAY ONLY: $125

Non-physician Options: 
FULL CONFERENCE: $475 
THURSDAY ONLY: $125

Resident/Fellow Options: 
FULL CONFERENCE: $475 

THURSDAY ONLY: $125

RECEIVED AFTER 1/7/2019

Physician Options:  
FULL CONFERENCE: $880 

(Includes Friday morning cancer program)

FULL CONFERENCE: $795 

(Excludes Friday morning cancer program)

THURSDAY ONLY: $125

Non-physician Options: 
FULL CONFERENCE: $575 

THURSDAY ONLY: $125

Resident/Fellow Options: 
FULL CONFERENCE: $575 

THURSDAY ONLY: $125



Cedars-Sinai has arranged for a block of rooms at the Sofitel Los Angeles and The Jeremy 
West Hollywood hotel, at special conference rates.

Individuals must ask for group reservations and identify themselves as attendees of the 
Cedars-Sinai Pancreatic & Biliary Endoscopy conference.

SOFITEL LOS ANGELES AT BEVERLY HILLS

8555 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048 
310-278-5444

Sofitel hotel is a stunning hotel in LA offering elegant luxury accommodations. It is located  
conveniently across the street, just a short walking  distance from Cedars-Sinai.

ROOM TYPE	 RATE/NIGHT 
Superior King	 $285 + tax  
Superior Double/ Double	 $305 + tax  
Hollywood Hills View Luxury King 	$305 + tax

Please call 310-278-5444 to make your reservation over the phone. The special rate will be 
available until 1/9/2019. 

THE JEREMY WEST HOLLYWOOD HOTEL

8490 Sunset Blvd., West Hollywood, CA 90069 
833-625-7111

The Jeremy West Hollywood hotel is located a short driving distance away from Cedars-Sinai, 
on the iconic Sunset Strip. With a mix of various social spaces and its cool aesthetic, The 
Jeremy hotel exemplifies the best of LA’s culture. 

ROOM TYPE	 RATE/NIGHT 
Sunset King	 $269 + tax  
Sunset 2 Double	 $279 + tax  
LA Skyline King 	 $289 + tax

Please call 833-625-7111 to make your reservation over the phone. The special rate will be 
available until 1/7/2019.

HOTEL INFORMATION 

HOTEL
SOFITEL

THE JEREMY

SUNSET BLVD



COURSE CO-DIRECTORS	
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Clinical Director,  
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Hyderabad, India
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Interventional Endoscopy Service 
Director, Interventional Endoscopy  
Fellowship Program 
Associate Professor, Medicine  
Cedars-Sinai 

CO-DIRECTOR,  

GASTROINTESTINAL CANCER COURSE	

Andrew Hendifar, MD 
Medical Director, Pancreatic Cancer 
Assistant Professor, Medicine 
Cedars-Sinai

WORKSHOP PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR	

Helena Spivak, RN, CGRN 
CN III, Gastroenterology 
Cedars-Sinai 

NURSE COORDINATORS	

Shara L. Chess, MSN, APRN, BC-FNP 
Associate Director of GI Laboratory 
Associate Director, Perioperative Services 
Director, GI Laboratory 
Cedars-Sinai

Rose Chang, RN, CGRN 
GI Endoscopy Nurse 
Cedars-Sinai 

Yvonne Y. Min, RN, CGRN 
GI Endoscopy Nurse 
Cedars-Sinai 

Loretta Y. So, RN, BSN, CGRN 
Interventional Endoscopy 
Cedars-Sinai 

GUEST PROCEDURE FACULTY	

Subhas Banerjee, MD 
Gastroenterologist,  
Associate Professor of Medicine  
Stanford University Medical Center 
Stanford, CA 

Paul Fockens, MD, PhD 
Professor and Chair of Gastroenterology  
& Hepatology 
University of Amsterdam 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Gregory B. Haber, MD 
Director, Endoscopy 
Professor, Department of Medicine 
NYU Langone Health 
New York, NY

Gary May, MD 
Division Head of Gastroenterology 
St. Michael’s Hospital 
Toronto, Canada

Reem Z. Sharaiha, MD, MSc 
Associate Attending Physician 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Weill Cornell Medical College,  
Cornell University 
New York, NY

Kenneth K. Wang, MD 
Consultant, Division of Gastroenterology  
and Hepatology 
Professor of Medicine 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, MN

FACULTY



GUEST FACULTY	

Juan Carlos Bucobo, MD 
Assistant Professor 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
Stony Brook SUNY 
East Setauket, NY

Richard A. Kozarek, MD 
Virginia Mason Medical Center 
Gastroenterology Service  
Section of Therapeutic Endoscopy  
Seattle, WA

Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD 
Director of Clinical Gastroenterology 
Professor of Medicine 
Keck School of Medicine at USC 
Los Angeles, CA
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Assistant Professor of Radiology  
Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Columbia University 
Attending Radiologist,  
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Columbia University Medical Center 
New York, NY
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Medical Director/Chief of Staff  
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Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Keck Hospital at USC
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Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Medical Director, Endoscopy Center  
of the South Bay

Stanley K. Dea, MD 
Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Director of Endoscopy,  
Olive View-UCLA Medical Center

Viktor E. Eysselein, MD 
Professor of Medicine,  
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Chief, Gastroenterology,  
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Srinivas Gaddam, MD  
Assistant Director of Endoscopic Research 
Interventional Gastroenterology  
Assistant Professor, Medicine 
Cedars-Sinai

Alexandra Gangi, MD 
Surgical Oncology 
Cedars-Sinai

Jun Gong, MD 
Medical Oncologist 
Cedars-Sinai

Sofiya Gukovsky-Reicher, MD 
Director of Endoscopy 
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 
Associate Professor 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA

Samuel J. Klempner, MD 
Medical Oncologist 
Assistant Professor, Medicine 
Cedars-Sinai

Kambiz Kosari, MD 
General Surgery 
Liver Transplant Hepatobiliary Surgery 
Center 
Cedars-Sinai

Karl K. Kwok, MD 
Southern California Permanente  
Medical Group  
Center for Pancreatic Care 
Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles  
Medical Center

Brent Larson, DO 
Anatomic Pathology Operations Manager 
Assistant Professor of Pathology  
and Laboratory Medicine 
Cedars-Sinai

FACULTY



Christine Leyson, NP 
Nurse Practitioner, Interventional GI 
Cedars-Sinai

Quin Y. Liu, MD 
Interventional Gastroenterology 
Assistant Professor, Medicine and Pediatrics  
Cedars-Sinai

Shelly C. Lu, MD 
Women’s Guild Chair in Gastroenterology 
Vice Chair,  
Basic Science and Translational Research 
Director, Division of Gastroenterology 
Professor, Medicine

Charles Menz, MD 
Director, GI Laboratory 
Community Memorial Hospital 
Private Practice

Nicholas N. Nissen, MD 
Director,  
Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Surgery 
Surgical Director, Liver Transplantation 
Cedars-Sinai 

Stephen J. Pandol, MD 
Director,  
Basic and Translational Pancreas Research 
Program Director, Gastroenterology  
Fellowship Program 
Cedars-Sinai

Kenneth H. Park, MD, MSc 
Interventional Gastroenterology 
Cedars-Sinai

Shirley C. Paski, MD 
Director, Small Bowel Diseases and Nutrition 
Cedars-Sinai

Theodore Stein, MD 
Chairman of The Board  
Cedars Sinai Medical Group 
Cedars-Sinai

Harmik J. Soukiasian, MD 
Director, Division of Thoracic Surgery 
Associate Director, Cardiothoracic Surgery  
Professor, Surgery  
Cedars-Sinai Residency Program

Richard Tuli, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor, Biomedical Sciences 
Associate Professor, Radiation Oncology 
Clinical Director, Radiation Oncology 
Co-Medical Director, Pancreas Oncology 
Cedars-Sinai

David Vitale, MD 
Interventional GI Fellow 
Cedars-Sinai



THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2019

3RD ADVANCED LUMINAL ENDOSCOPY  
WITH LIVE PROCEDURE DEMONSTRATIONS

Location: HMA 

7:00 A.M.	 Registration	

8:00	 Welcome	 Shelly Lu, MD; David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir

THIRD-SPACE ENDOSCOPY AND BEYOND 
Moderators: Laith H. Jamil, MD; Srinivas Gaddam, MD

8:10	 How many ways can we do ESD? 	 Gregory B. Haber, MD

8:30	 Full-thickness resection is here - EFTR, STER, lap-assisted	 Paul Fockens, MD, PhD

8:50	 Endoscopic myotomy: Everywhere	  David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir

INTERVENTION FOR ENDOSCOPIC AND SURGICAL COMPLICATIONS 

Moderators: Laith H. Jamil, MD; Srinivas Gaddam, MD

9:10	 Management of endoscopy-related perforations	 Subhas Banerjee, MD

9:30	 Endoscopic management of surgical leaks, chronic fistulas and abscesses	 D. Nageshwar Reddy, MD 

9:50	 Break	

LIVE ENDOSCOPY FROM THE CSMC GI UNIT

10:10	 Moderators: Richard A. Kozarek, MD; James Buxbaum, MD

11:45	 Moderators: Richard A. Kozarek, MD; Shirley C. Paski, MD	

12:00 P.M.	Box lunch	

1:15	 Moderators: Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD; Juan Carlos Bucobo, MD	

2:40	 Break	

GASTROINTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION 

Moderators: Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD; Jerome D. Cohen, MD

3:00	 What’s new in luminal stenting?	 Gary May, MD

3:20	 Endoscopic gastrojejunostomy: Is it ready for prime time?	  Reem Z. Sharaiha, MD, MSc 

3:40	 A practical approach to evaluating and treating suspected SB obstruction	 Shirley C. Paski, MD

BARIATRIC ENDOSCOPY 

Moderators: Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD; Jerome D. Cohen, MD

4:00	 Endoscopic gastroplasty: A critical review	 Reem Z. Sharaiha, MD, MSc

UP-CLOSE LEARNING FROM THE EXPERTS	

4:30	 Breakout session 1	

5:10	 Breakout session 2	  
	 CHOOSE 2 BREAKOUT SESSIONS FROM THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:	  

	 1 Practical tips for advanced resection techniques	  Paul Fockens, MD, PhD 
	 2 Endoscopic treatment of Barrett’s esophagus: Ablation, EMR, ESD or cryotherapy?	  Kenneth K. Wang, MD 
	 3 Removing big polyps by EMR	 Gregory B. Haber, MD 
	 4 How to start performing POEM	 David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir

5:50 P.M.	 Meeting adjourns



FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2019

MINI-SYMPOSIUM ON THE MANAGEMENT OF GASTROINTESTINAL CANCER: 
WHAT EVERY GASTROENTEROLOGIST SHOULD KNOW 

Location: HMA
8:00 A.M.	 Introduction	 Stephen J. Pandol, MD

PANCREATICOBILIARY CANCER 
Moderators: Stephen J. Pandol, MD; Nicholas Nissen, MD

8:10	 Personalized oncology for pancreatic cancer: Have we arrived? 	 Andrew E. Hendifar, MD 

8:30	 Radiotherapy and novel combination local therapies for pancreatic cancer 	 Richard Tuli, MD, PhD

8:50	 Biopsy again? How much tissue do we need for personalized genomics?	 Brent Larson, DO

9:10	 Advances in surgical management of pancreatic NETS and adenocarcinoma	 Nicholas Nissen, MD

9:30	 Cachexia, sarcopenia and weight loss in pancreatic cancer: 	 Shirley C. Paski, MD

	 Etiology and management 	  

9:50	 Break	

10:10	 What’s new in the treatment of rectal cancer? 	 Jun Gong, MD

10:30	 The role of minimally invasive surgery in GI cancer 	 Alexandra Gangi, MD

GASTRIC CANCER 
Moderators: Andrew E. Hendifar, MD, MPH; Richard Tuli, MD, PhD

10:50	  Contemporary management of esophageal and gastric cancers	 Samuel J. Klempner, MD

ESOPHAGEAL CANCER 
Moderators: Andrew E. Hendifar, MD, MPH; Richard Tuli, MD, PhD

11:10	 A simple algorithm for management of dysplastic and 	 Kenneth K. Wang, MD 
	 neoplastic Barrett’s esophagus 	  

11:30	 Local therapies for esophageal cancer:	 Harmik Soukiasian, MD 
	 What’s the role of EMR, PDT, brachytherapy or cryotherapy?

11:50	 Questions & answers (box lunch provided)	 Panel

12:30 P.M.	 Meeting adjourns

GI FELLOWS & NURSES HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS 
Location: Women’s Guild Simulation Center for Advanced Clinical Skills 
Moderators: Stanley K. Dea, MD; Charles Menz, MD

7:30 A.M.	 Welcome	 Laith H. Jamil, MD

7:35	 Biliary anatomy	 Stanley K. Dea, MD

7:50	 Pancreatic anatomy	 Srinivas Gaddam, MD

8:05	 ERCP cannulation: Instruments and techniques	 Juan C. Bucobo, MD

8:20	 Introduction to EUS	 Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD 

8:35	 Basic ERCP interpretation	 Karl K. Kwok, MD

8:50	 EUS images that every fellow should know	 Sofiya Gukovsky-Reicher, MD

9:05	 Sphincterotomy and biliary stenting	  James L. Buxbaum, MD

9:20	 Cross-sectional imaging of the pancreas and biliary tract: The ABC in interpretation	 Karoly Viragh, MD

9:45	 Workshops (Location: Women’s Guild Simulation Center for Advanced Clinical Skills)	  
	 Coordinators: Shara L. Chess, MSN, APRN, BC-FNP; Helena Spivak, RN, CGRN;  
	 Yvonne Y. Min, RN, CGRN; Rose Chang, RN, CGRN; Loretta Y. So, RN, BSN, CGRN; Laith H. Jamil, MD	

11:55	 How to assemble an interventional team	 Shara L. Chess, MSN, APRN, BC-FNP; Laith H. Jamil, MD

12:40 P.M.	 Meeting adjourns
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26TH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON PANCREATIC 
& BILIARY ENDOSCOPY 
Location: HMA

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2019

12:00 P.M. 	 Registration	

1:00	 Welcome	 David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir; Simon K. Lo, MD

ABC’S OF ERCP 

Moderators: Kenneth K. Wang, MD; D. Nageshwar Reddy, MD

1:00	 Literature review 2018	 David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir

1:25	 Radiation risks: Recognition and minimization	 Subhas Banerjee, MD

1:40	 Reducing the risk of pancreatitis: Guidewire, NSAID or both?	  Simon K. Lo, MD

1:55	 Sedation for ERCP and interventional EUS	 Juan Carlos Bucobo, MD

2:10	 Infection, disposable duodenoscope and other solutions	 Karl K. Kwok, MD 

LIVE ERCP/EUS DEMONSTRATIONS FROM THE CSMC GI UNIT	

2:30	 Moderators: Richard A. Kozarek, MD; Viktor E. Eysselein, MD

4:00	 Moderators: Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD; Theodore Stein, MD	

5:45 P.M.	 Meeting adjourns



7:00 A.M.	 Registration	

VIDEO FORUM: INTERESTING CASES/TECHNIQUES 

Moderator: Kenneth Park, MD

7:30	 Short video presentations

PERFORM ERCP WITH EUS AS A TOOL 

Moderators: Laith H. Jamil, MD; Juan Carlos Bucobo, MD

8:00	 Ductal access and drainage: Techniques and challenges	 Paul Fockens, MD, PhD

8:20	 Management of pancreatic fluid collections: 	 Gary May, MD 
	 How to avoid and treat complications	  

8:40	 Acute cholecystitis	 Gregory B. Haber, MD

9:00	 Gastric outlet obstruction	 Reem Z. Sharaiha, MD, MSc

9:20	 New frontier for EUS: The liver	 Paul Fockens, MD, PhD

9:35	 Break	

LIVE ERCP/EUS DEMONSTRATIONS FROM THE CSMC GI UNIT	

9:50	 Moderators: Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD; Viktor E. Eysselein, MD; Nicholas Nissen, MD	

11:10	 Moderators: Richard A. Kozarek, MD; Karl K. Kwok, MD; Nicholas Nissen, MD	

12:30 P.M.	 Lunch

DEBATE: IS IT TIME FOR ALL BILIARY ENDOSCOPISTS TO LEARN TO DO EUS? 

Moderator: Kenneth K. Wang, MD

1:30	 Yes, it is a must!	 Gregory B. Haber, MD

1:45	 It is totally unnecessary	 Richard A. Kozarek, MD

2:00	 Audience participation in the debate	 Panel

LIVE ERCP/EUS DEMONSTRATIONS FROM THE CSMC GI UNIT

2:20	 Moderators: Richard A. Kozarek, MD; Viktor E. Eysselein, MD; Kambiz Kosari, MD	

4:00	 Moderators: James L. Buxbaum, MD; Theodore Stein, MD; Kambiz Kosari, MD

5:30 P.M.	 Meeting adjourns

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019
7:00 A.M.	 Registration

VIDEO FORUM: INTERESTING CASES/TECHNIQUES 

Moderator: Jerome D. Cohen, MD	

7:30	 Short video presentations: Case-based learning in pancreaticobiliary disease management	

8:00	 Case presentations and discussions	 Binesh Batra, MD; Jerome D. Cohen, MD

	 Presenters: Quin Y. Liu, MD; Srinivas Gaddam, MD; Kenneth H. Park, MD 
	 Discussants: D. Nageshwar Reddy, MD; Gregory B. Haber, MD; David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir;  
	 Nicholas Nissen, MD; Paul Fockens, MD, PhD; Gary May, MD	

10:00	 Break	

CHALLENGING ERCP 

Moderators: Nicholas Nissen, MD; Quin Y. Liu, MD

10:20	 Combined biliary and duodenal obstruction: What’s the right approach?	 Richard A. Kozarek, MD

10:40	 Draining intrahepatic duct obstruction: When and how?	 Reem Z. Sharaiha, MD, MSc

11:00	 Performing ERCP in the post-surgical patient	 David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir 

11:20	 The patient with primary sclerosing cholangitis and jaundice	 Laith H. Jamil, MD

LEARNING FROM EXPERIENCE 

Moderators: Nicholas Nissen, MD; Quin Y. Liu, MD

11:40	 My worst nightmare 1	 D. Nageshwar Reddy, MD 

11:55	 My worst nightmare 2	 Simon K. Lo, MD

12:10	 Live procedure wrap-up	 David L. Carr-Locke, MB, BChir; Simon K. Lo, MD	
	 Presenters: David Vitale, MD; Christine Leyson, NP	

12:30 P.M.	 Symposium adjourns

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2019
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